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Patient to be started on a drug known to prolong the QT interval

v

Assess patient’s other medicines for potential drug interactions and additive QT prolonging effects

Assess risk factors for QT prolongation

Patient has risk
factors and/or is
prescribed an
interacting medicine

\ 4

Correct any modifiable

\ 4

Is there an
alternative
treatment that is
not known to cause
QT prolongation?
*it is highly
recommended that an
alternative is sought
whenever possible*

risk factors

YES Prescribe

alternative

Assess if drug
NO combination or

Contraindication
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use in patient
with risk factors is
a contra-
indication
or a caution

\ 4

A

Caution
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Seek specialist advice
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Consider a baseline ECG

QTc
prolonged

QTc

normal

No risk factors or
drug interactions

Prescribe new
medication
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ECG monitoring
only necessary if
recommended by
the manufacturer

as part of
standard drug
monitoring

QTc prolonged/significant change
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Repeat ECG when
new drug at
steady state.
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