
NHSGGC Regional Sector:    
Authorised NCIII List for Interventional Cancer Pain Service: 
Department Designated 

Lead 
Nominated 
Pharmacy 
Lead(s)  

Designated 
Contacts 
within  
On-Site 
Pharmacy 
Department 

Nominated 
Nursing 
Lead(s) 

NCIIIs 
Approved 
for Use  

Indication Licensed 
Status 
LM / ULM / LM 
but unlicensed 
indication 

Aseptic 
Manipulation

/Preparation 
Required 

Storage in 
Clinical 
Area 
Authorised 

Approved 
Dose Range 

Upper 
Limit** 

Folder/ 
Information 
Storage 
Location 

Location of 
Intralipid for 
Potential LA 
Toxicity 

Interventional 
Cancer Pain 
Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr Lucy 
Hetherington  
Consultant in 
Palliative 
Medicine, 
West of 
Scotland 
Cancer 
Centre 
 
Deputy: 
Rachel 
English CNS 
Interventional 
cancer pain 
service CNS 
Tel 301 7042 
  
 
 

Paul 
Gallagher 
Palliative 
Care 
Pharmacist 
West of 
Scotland 
Cancer 
Centre 
Tel 301 
7044 
 
 

Paul 
Gallagher  
Tel 301 7044 
 
Nicola Cairns  
Tel 301 7411 
 
Carla Forte 
Tel 301 7029 
 
Grant Martin, 
tel 301 7640 
 
David Mace, 
tel 301 7617 

Rachel 
English 
Tel 301 7042 
 
Lisa 
Mohapatra 
 
 
 

Intrathecal 
bupivacaine 

Intractable 
cancer 
related pain 

Licensed 
medicine 

Yes – 
prepared in 
WoSCC  

Only by prior 
arrangement, 

on an 
individual 
patient basis 
and for 
logistical 
reasons only 
at weekends 
and out-of-
hours. 

Up to 
60mg/day 

60mg/day** 
(rarely up to 
120mg/day**)  
 
Maximum 
concentration 
of 40mg/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available  

WoSCC: 
Palliative 
Care Shared 
Folder and on 
WOSCAN  
 
  
 
 

GGH 
Theatres and 
HDU 

Intrathecal 
clonidine 

As above Licensed 
medicine but 
unlicensed 
route  
 
Concentrate 
is unlicensed 
(ULM Ref 
201231) 

As above As above Up to 600 
micrograms/ 
day 

600micro-
grams/day 
 
Maximum 
concentration 
of 2mg/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available 

Intrathecal 
diamorphine 

As above Licensed 
medicine but 
unlicensed 
route 

As above As above 5-10mg/day 5-10mg/day 
 
Maximum 
concentration 
of 30mg/ml 
Maximum 
amp 
strength to 
be used 
30mg 

Intrathecal 
fentanyl 

As above Licensed 
medicine but 
unlicensed 
route 

As above As above Up to 
1mg/day 
  

1mg/day 
 
Maximum 
concentration 
of 50micro-
grams/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available 

Intrathecal 
hydro-
morphone 

As above Licensed 
medicine but 
unlicensed 
route 

As above As above Up to 
10mg/day 
 

10mg/day 
 
Maximum 
concentration 
of 10mg/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available 

 
Continued/ 



NHSGGC Regional Sector:    
Authorised NCIII List for Palliative Care Intrathecal Service: 
Department Designated 

Lead 
Nominated 
Pharmacy 
Lead(s)  

Designated 
Contacts 
within  
On-Site 
Pharmacy 
Department 

Nominated 
Nursing 
Lead(s) 

NCIIIs 
Approved 
for Use  

Indication Licensed 
Status 
LM / ULM / LM 
but unlicensed 
indication 

Aseptic 
Manipulation

/Preparation 
Required 

Storage in 
Clinical 
Area 
Authorised 

Approved 
Dose Range 

Upper 
Limit** 

Folder/ 
Information 
Storage 
Location 

Location of 
Intralipid for 
Potential LA 
Toxicity 

Interventional 
Cancer Pain 
Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr Lucy 
Heatherington  
Consultant in 
Palliative 
Medicine, 
West of 
Scotland 
Cancer 
Centre 
 
Deputy: 
Rachel 
English CNS 
Interventional 
cancer pain 
service CNS 
Tel 301 7042 
  
 
 

Paul 
Gallagher 
Palliative 
Care 
Pharmacist 
West of 
Scotland 
Cancer 
Centre 
Tel 301 
7044 
 
 

Paul 
Gallagher  
Tel 301 7044 
 
Nicola Cairns  
Tel 301 7411 
 
Carla Forte 
Tel 301 7029 
 
Grant Martin, 
tel 301 7640 
 
David Mace, 
tel 301 7617 

Rachel 
English 
Tel 301 7042 
 
Lisa 
Mohapatra 
 
 
 
 

Intrathecal 
levo-
bupivacaine 

As above Licensed 
medicine 

As above As above Up to 
60mg/day 

60mg/day 
(rarely up to 
120mg/day**) 
 

Maximum 
concentration 
of 7.5mg/ml  
Maximum 
vial strength 
available   

WoSCC: 
Palliative 
Care Shared 
Folder and on 
WOSCAN  
 
  
 

 

GGH 
Theatres and 
HDU 

Intrathecal 
morphine PF 

As above Licensed 
medicine but 
unlicensed 
route 

As above As above Up to 
15mg/day 
  

Up to 15mg 
  

Maximum 
concentration 
of 40mg/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available 

Intrathecal 
ropivacaine 
 

As above Licensed 
medicine 

As above As above Up to 60mg/ 
day 

60mg/day 
(rarely up to 
120mg/day**)  
 

Maximum 
concentration 
of 10mg/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available  

Intrathecal 
ziconotide 

As above Licensed 
medicine 

As above As above 2.4-9.6 
micrograms 

21.6micro-
grams/day 
Maximum 
concentration 
of  
100micro-
grams/ml 
Maximum 
vial strength 
available 

Intrathecal 
phenol 5% in 
glycerol 

Intrathecal 
Neurolysis 
 

Unlicensed 
medicine  

No, but 
supplied by 
Aseptic 
immediately 
prior to use 

No 0-3mls   3mls 
(potentially 
up to 5ml**)   

Dehydrated 
Alcohol 

Intrathecal 
Neurolysis 

Unlicensed 
medicine 

No No 0-3mls  3mls 

Iohexol 
(Omnipaque®)  
350mg/ml 

Cordotomy / 
intrathecal 
catheter 
checks 

Licensed 
medicine 

No Yes 0-10mls 10mls 

** In exceptional circumstances, it may be necessary to use a higher daily dose or concentration.  These doses must be verified by a clinician level 1 and the leads for implementation should be informed. 

 


